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’; ;/*( [_I?n November: of 1943 the lst U.S. Infantry Division Wurned Lo
A England feeling as any other outfit would after completing; thr
campalgnSg‘that only the infantry fought and won wars, Oemtiwe@let
2#;7 ﬁngf'at AperV/L9LA the 745th Tank Battallon was attached to the 1st
Infantry Division. ‘I’hls was a very shart time before the 1nva51on of
Ehrope but a great deal could have been done with the limited time
available if attachments had been made to the regiments.‘
Upon landlng in France, one company of medium tanks was attached
to each 1nfantry reglment.‘ Company A was attached.to the 16th U.S.
Infantry Rggiment;a@dmpgny B: was attached to the 18th U.S. mnfgntry
Regiment, and Company C was attached to the 26th U.S. Infantry R;éiment.
Hach regimental commander attached a platoon of five tanks to each of"
his rifile batgélions. These attachments continued throughout the en-
flre Contlné;;;[ﬁ%r ﬁlth the same tank platoons'and 1nfantry battalions -
belng paired up except for temporary 1nterrupt10ns when\;¥‘was thought
adv1sable to assign-two platoons to one refle battallon for a special -
operation. For the greater part of the war the light tank company
was attached to the 16th Infantry Regiment which attached a platoon
to each infantry battalion. The mortar platoon of héadquarﬁens company
consisting of three 8lmm mortars was attached to the 16th Infantry
along with the three assault guns of the same: companye. ‘Thisuattach-
ment continued to V-E Daj. The: 105mm assault gun of eacﬁ medium tank

compaeny was attaéhed to the assault gun platoon making it a six gun '

firing battery. ﬁhe three tanﬁs were taken from headquarters companys
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and attached, one 10 each medium company as replacements for the 105mm , gly'
!

assault guns. : ' N
ava/z:;”Q/
Tank platoons attached to infantry battalions wereYatlached to

infantry campanies for specific'cperatione. Bach tank platoon leader
received his orders ffom the infantry eqmpany commander of the rifle
company to which the platoon was attached; he in turn advise& the campany
commander upon the use of the tank platoon. Company commanders of tank:
companies located their command posts’in the vicinity of the respective
regimental cemmand posts of the regiments to which they were attached.
This facilitated close liaison with the tank company commander ad-

vising the regimental commander on the status of supply and maintenance.
and making recommendations upon the employment of the tank platocnsﬁ?”

Al

The permsnent attachment of tank platoons to the battalion made

the tanks immediately avallable for any actlon and the tanks and in- N

fantry formed a strong team, each w1th the greatest respect for the
capabll;ﬁ}es.pfmthe other. On_egne oee551ons three tank platoons
were'atﬁaehed to one infantry be@talioﬁ for a particular operations
but the greatest care was taken to giye the piatoons fine for mainten-
ance and for their return to‘their own infantry battalions.

Generally the employment of a tank platoon by eaeh battalion
commander was the same execept for small personal OplnlOnS, and it was
not long before a standard procedure for the employment of tanks with
slight operational wariences went iﬁto effect.

)

In the landing on Omaha Beach in Normandy, France, the 745th Tank
Sz

Battalion did not furnish close-in fire support for the lst Infantry®
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Division\ but one medium company landed shogtly after noon on D-day b@
and the other two companies l?an@‘ed’ on THRF, They mo@d forward with .
the leading elements of the lst Division, clearing out the hedgé-rows ¢
as they advenced. gaumont, Normandy was taken byml%h- In

this operation both flanks were threatened by the enemy sinee he was:

able to hold up the advance of friendly units adjacent to the division.

" The tanks had aided greatly in the rapid advance of the infantry, and

they had been immediately available for the ever present enemy armored

~ dhiteak which could be ruinous to any beachhead if it was not quickly

repulsed.,
All tank units that gave close fire support from landing ecraft, .
mechanized, to the leading waves of infantry were either destroyed be-

fore they reached the shore or in fheir attempts to cross the beach.

- The tanks, when coming ashore in the L C‘M ;:s were helpless, all

maneuverablllty had been lost, their flre was inaccurate and they were
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was well mined, #&he antl-tan_k guns were ac.curate:, and obstacles and
deep anti-tank ditchesz canalized the battlefield.

In my opinion tanks should be loaded on I.'.—CG,FI?I}S aﬁd held off shore
untll infantry has cleared the mines and destroyed the anti-tank gun
fire. The tan.ks are lost if employed before these th.j‘.ngs have been
accomplished. Tank dozers should be gotten ashore early to £ill tank
traps and clear roads for other mobile equipment. |

In the attack it was the mission of the tanks to get the infantry

fiorward by placing point fire on targets that were h‘o.ld'ing up the advance 9

% B

at the mercy of the hlgh veloc:.ty antl—tank guns on the shore. The beach
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of the foot troopSe. ﬁhe tanks wefE‘ﬁmp&'%ﬁlnerable to the panzerfaust ' 45;

and enemy rocket launchérs, so they had to be protected by the infantry
on all sides. The tank commander usually operated from the ground and
controlled his platoon with a prearranged arm and hand signal ;ystem,

. tfacér bullets aﬁd the éi?g?s’BOO'radio, but since there were only two
of these.radios in a platoon it made control by the latter method im=
practical., The telephone was used§§§§§=§§$%$é since it was usually
damaged and in many cases it would have ﬁeen poor judgement on the part
of the foot troops to expose themselves. Each tank working with in-
fantry should have an §;p£i$'300 radio. A telephone with a long heawy
duty trailing wire would provide a greater latitude, insure a positive
contact, and 1 think it shoﬁld be tested to determine its practicability
_with tank-infantry teams.

The tanks were normally employed ad a platoon, and it was oniy
when tanks could not Suppdrt and cover each other fhey they were em=-
pldyéé ih.fewer numbé#% ﬁhah.;ive. Avfank employéd éfgﬂe néea;d’mSQém o
infantry protec?ién and created a separate maintenance and supply problem.
It was found to be mqst important to have a platoon leader's recormenda-
tion pribr to an attack since he was much better qualified to determine
routes of approach and terrain that might limit his tanks' mobility.
The platoon leader must always be given time for a personal reconnaissance
before an attack, and each tank commander should accampany the platoon
leader if possiblee. |
In the hedge-row country the immediate objeﬁxive was the next

hedge-row. Hedge-row country would be almost fatal to infantry alone;,

but with tanks supporting and used properly, fair advances could be made

with few casualities. The center tanks placed machine gun fire in the
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next hedge-row and moved forward with flanking infantry whils the
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flanking tgnks sprayed the hedge-rows ruhning parallel to the axis

of advance, A few ropnds of white phosphorous would always dislodge

a well dug-in machine gun crer. The infantry was alert to deal with any
enemy who escaped the tankers, in their rapid advance.

When atfacking a woode& area it was found best to have the in-

fantry advance to wﬂ:hm\m( or & f;

I3

The tanks moved up p to the infantry and placed direct fire into the

2 yards of the wood's edge.

woods. “Ihen the infantry entered the woods the tanks fired over-head
. machine gun fire and moved with the forward infantry elements through
the woods will all around protection. This operation, as ali others,
was influenced by.the terrain, enemy weapons and the situation. For
example, in taking a wooded afea with Aopen, level country to our front ‘

‘ and Well dug-ln enemy antl-tank guns, it was found better to have the
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1nfan‘bry cross the open country at nlght w:.thout the tanks and w1th

no artillery preparation. The infantry was in the woods at dawn;

they destroyed the anti-tank gun fire; the artillery was ad justed on
the enemy's rear énd the tanks:s joined the infantry for ‘the push through

A}

the woods. -
In the approaé‘:h to the Siegfrie’d line most of the movement had
been made along roégis, but after the first defenses of the line had

been contacted, the :tanks moved off the. roads and cross-country through

the woods, &lthough f‘phe woods were dense for tanks , the defenses of
the line were weaker ‘.in the wooded areas and the fields of fire were
shorter anci greatly,t‘p our advantagee.

i

The tanks mowed up as close as BEsy yards in some cases, to pill
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boxes and fired 75mm A;é;%} at the embrasurese

~ after an opening had been made: 75mm 11;5? and W;_'i}; was fired into
-the pill box. This usually brought the occupants out of the box; and
engbled the infantry to plose in an& throw hand grenades and prepared
demolition charges iﬂto the pillbox, destroying the enemy who remained
inside. The engineers blew openings through the d;agon’s teefh in some
places and covered them with dirt in othérs. Tank dozers filled ditches
and coveredlépqnin331of pillboxes in many cases. |

) Tank-infantry teaﬁs worked very ﬁell in the takihg of Aachen. A

large city such as Aachen channelized the fighting by streeté and the
standing stoﬂe buildings. It was fqun@ that . the best combination was.
two tanks on a street with a.platoon of infantry providing all around
securityz< this was necessary since thelhouses offered the defender
great opportunity to fire panzerfaust ffom the windows,at tanks. He
could also fire his small arms at the infantry. The inféntfy preceded

00,
the tanks by at least oncahutBred yards thoroughly searching the houses

onvboth sides of the street for the enemy. The tanks provided machine
gun and tank cannon fire as requested by the infantry. Before moving
ahead the tanks placed ﬁ;gi_and machine gun fire on all positipns
.known to be occupied by the enemy and on all positions thought to be
occupied by the‘enemy. The tanks placedvfire on all corners of a |
street intersection before the infantry moved in and also placed fife
down the streets at likely oceupied positions, before the infantry-

N

entered those streets. This caused the enemy to surrender or to take

/

cover in the cellars, making thg@jnfantry advance much more rapidly

and easily. The tanks gavé_the Infantryman a feeling of security as

\



he advanced down thevstreet, since he had the knowledge that either égfﬂf

cannon fire, mechine gun fire, or both, would be placed on any enemy
who attempted to impede his advance. fhe Inféntrymen had to protect
their protectors by constant reconnaissance. Infantrymen observed
intersections and described targets, gawve range, alrectlon, and 1o~

catlon to the tankers in order that they could move rapldly into an

intersection and quickly brlng fire on an anti-tank gun. Four rifle-

men were assigned to each tank to be divectly under the command of

the tank cémmander, It was the duty of these four men to provide
close-in securit&, act as runners and keep the‘tankers informed of the.
exact loecation of'tﬁe infantry groups working through back ya;ds ané
from housé to house through”openingS‘nothyisible to the ténker, This>
type of fighting was slow éﬁd consumed a great deal of ammunition,
This necea51tatea the malntalnlng of a battallon dump close enough to
enable the tanks to go bamk to replenlsh thelr supply. Each battallon
commander had to coqrd;nate tge progress of the teams on parallel

streets, to keep them abreast.

- In attacking small towns, tanks were normally not sent into the

town with the leading elements, but remained in & covered position

and delivered direct fire into the town prior to the infantry going

in and séizing some houses and the town's. anti-tank defenses. The:
tanks then moved up and suppofted the infantry ingclearing tﬁe towne.

In a riverlcrossing tanks covered the crossing infantry by
firing-acrqms the river at ﬁossible enemy positions, After the infantry

had secured the opposite bank, hridgeSaﬁeré built and tanks crossed

on them.




3 o s - R i _ | | .
RGN 6 Y doug,

. P

Tanks were used successfully in night at#acks, moving with the L 3

leading elements of the infantry. The tank fire was not too accurate
and all adjustment was made with tracer. It wés found that it was
best to fire only whén necessary at night as the fire was inaccurate
and disclosed the tankd positions. The ﬁanksvgave the attacking in-
fantry a defense against machine guns, built up his morai@gn unnefvaﬁ
the defender. The eneﬁy or anybody; hearing_tanks at night becomes:
very much alarmed and especially so if he cannoé locate them or dét¢3b~
mine their number. It wa&»founﬁ that better‘results were obtained x
when a detailed daylight reconnaissance was made prior to the attack
and when plané further provided that the forces arrived on the ob;
jective whilé“there %as sufficient: light to rearéanize the_ground in
preparation for poésible‘countégzéttacks. ihis denied the enémy the
oppontunit& for launching a night count%ﬁzgytack against an unprepared

position.
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A In a defense p081t1on some rifle battallons kept the tanks w1th
tﬁe most forward infantry elements while other battalions assembled
the tanks in the vicinity of.a forward company or battalion command poste
In other cases the éntire company was assembled in the vicinity of the
regimental eemmand poste.

The tanks should always remain on a ne%ly taken objective until it

is fully organized and ground mount anti-tankiguns: have been brought
forward to cover the possible tank routes of approach. Tanks should

always be allowed to assemble as a company, if the infantry remains

-on-the defense for more than a day. This permits the tankers to take

-y

care of maintenance, familiarize their replacements, reorganize the
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platoons and allow the men to clean and rest themselves,

The tanks moved in the tank-infantry team set-up on road marches:
when there was any possibility of encountering the enemy; This was
rough but it was the accepted way of moving iﬁfantry when the truck
attachments were limited, It was found to be bettter to move the tank
campany as a unit for marches in excess: of tw%{;sn milesi,. This

allowed the tanks to move more slowly, thus reducing wear and mainten-

‘ance troubless

The light tank company of the 745th Tank Battalion was attached
to the 16th Infantry Regiment for the greater part of the BEuropean
War. It is my Opinion that the l;ght company ehould be attached to
a regiment_and employed as a company whenever possible, ettaching a
elatoon to each battalion only when absolutely necessary. This coméany

can only be used in the absence of enemy antl tank guns and eneuw tankq,

but it is hlghly maneuverable and can be used to advantage when a
fast, light striking force is needed. I remember one night when an
infantry battalion failed in two attacks, te take a hill objectiwe

M=5
and suffered heavy casualities. This battalion had a company of M

;ight tanks but failed to use them because: they did not know the

value of such an attachment. The light tanks were fiinally ordered to
take the hill with infantry following‘in close support. This could
have been done at first with practically no casualities, but in this
case the value of the company was learned by experience,

The tankers were furnished with post exchange supplies and rations

P

along with the infantry, since it was impossible for the tank company
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" to feed its separated platoons B rations, and it was another binding;

. . \
feature to have the tankers fed hot meals by the ration details of

the infantry.

Tankers and infantry both saw the value of teamwork deweloped
through cloée cooperation under combats éon&itions. The attachment.
of the 745th marked the first time that the 1st Division had really
worked with a close support tank unit. 4t first the%e not
Sure what they cbuld expect from the tankers but eax_‘ly in the hedge~
row country ther.e: developed miatual respect which furthered the spirit
of cooperation, The 7[;5thvwas a hard hitting unit thét could be counted:-
on to supply the big punth, The infantry showdd the tanks that they did |
not expect them to fight alone and-gave them the protection that they
neededs |

1t is felt that in future wars the tank-infantry team will be:

the great strlklng force. Such a team should not be made up on the

~ battlefielld but must be trained long before battle. Its men must know
each other well, must work together, and must learn each othéxfs capa=
bilities and limitations. Its officers must have the spirit of co-
operation and teaxfxwm'k.#(This is the lesson that can be learned through
the e'xperiences of the 7.5th Tank Battalion and the lst Infantry

Divisiong that a strong team can be built by the attachment of tanks

- to infantry; fhat the team can be adopted to almost any job and that

friendly cooperation is the secret of teamworks




